
Village of Winneconne 

Public Safety Committee 

Minutes  

December 12, 2022, 4:30p Village Board Room 

 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 4:33pm by Trustee Miles Girourard. Present 

were Trustee Brenda Kubasta, Village Administrator David Porter, and Lt. Ben Sauriol. Chairman 

Witzke was unable to attend 

 

Public Participation:  None  

 

Communications:   

November’s minutes were approved by Trustee Kubasta and Trustee Girouard.  

Lt. Sauriol stated Trustee Broderick called him and asked that the police department come up 

with a wish list of items that the police department needs to help the department and the 

community. Trustee Broderick stated there is ARPA money that will be used.  

 

Staff Reports: 

Lt. Sauriol stated part-time Officer Diegel is gone and working for another department. Lt. 

Sauriol stated another part-time officer is in the hiring process for another agency. Lt. Sauriol 

stated of the current 4 part-time officers, two can work most of the open shift but the other 

two are very limited.  

 

Lt. Sauriol stated he will be interviewing a part time candidate this week and another part time 

officer has been hired but hasn’t started yet.  

 

Trustee Giourard questioned whether part-time officers are part of the hiring freeze. Lt. Sauriol 

explained that the budget allows for part time officers to be hired. Administrator Porter also 

stated part-time officers are not part of the hiring freeze.  

 

Lt. Sauriol stated the staffing issues will get worse next year with two open shifts because of the 

hiring freeze, difficulty getting people to apply for part-time and the reduced funds allowed in 

the budget for part-time hours. Administrator Porter stated the freeze will be lifted as soon as 

the complete audit report is completed. Administrator Porter stated he hopes the audit will be 

completed in spring sometime.  



 

 

Items for Discussion:  

Lt. Sauriol discussed the public safety referendum to allow for a fully staffed police department. 

Lt. Sauriol stated the referendum would send the question to the taxpayers on allowing the 

hiring of a 6th officer. Lt. Sauriol stated The Village of Butler had a similar referendum this year 

to add an 8th officer and it passed. Lt. Sauriol stated there have been many public safety 

referendums around the state and most, if not all have passed, according to The League of 

Municipalities.  

Administrator Porter said he has contacted other village administrators to learn what type of 

referendum would be best and Administrator Porter recommended an ongoing referendum. 

Administrator Porter stated he would be working with Ehlers to figure the exact numbers. Lt. 

Sauriol stated he would write the resolution and email that to Administrator Porter. It was 

agreed by Trustee Kubasta and Giourard that the resolution be put before the Village Board for 

a vote. 

Trustee Kubasta and Giourard agreed a public safety referendum is a good way to go because 

of the ACT 10 levy limit restrictions and they stated it’s good to allow the taxpayers in the 

village to decide.  

Old Business:  

Christmas Crusade- Lt. Sauriol stated Christmas Crusade is still on time and doing amazing. Lt. 

Sauriol stated there are approximately 30 families and 50 kids and the amount of people 

donating has been great.  

Squad update-The truck is waiting on some equipment before it can be taken in to get 

outfitted. Once the equipment is in, the truck will be taken in. The goal is to have the truck in 

service as soon as possible so a proper fleet management of the squads can occur.  

New Business:   

 

See Items for Discussion above.  

 

Motion by Girourard second by Kubasta to adjourn, all ayes   

Next Meeting- January 4th, 4:30pm Village Board Room at Village Hall.  

 


